WORSHIP SERVICE FOR THE CHURCHES’ WEEK OF ACTION ON FOOD

Before the Liturgy
Challenge the worshippers to skip the meal immediately before the service to show empathy to those who sleep on an empty stomach and do not have anything to eat the following the morning. 

Ask the people intending to come to the worship service to bring a food offering or a small food basket for a mother in need in the church neighborhood. A church committee or the staff can decide to whom and how these offerings will be given out.
Have the short version of the Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance’s model letter on safeguarding communal lands, printed in fairly large type on a piece of canvass/cloth/heavy paper. Leave wide margins around the text. Hang this on the wall in the sanctuary where everyone can see/read it. Have pens available for people to sign the letter.

Text of the Letter
Dear (insert name of your Minister/President here)

We are writing to you to express our deep concern that our food security is threatened as food-producing communal lands in many countries are being sold or leased to private and foreign investors. Such land deals threaten the ability of rural people, especially women, to provide food for their families. They will lead to the loss of wild edible plant species and grazing land, as well as reduce the availability of fruits, water and firewood to communities. Most people living from these lands do not have formal land titles, but their right to use the land is recognized by tradition or local custom. Often the primary users of the land, the women, don’t even have customary tenure, as land is almost always held by men. 

We therefore ask the [add name of your country] government to ensure that: 
·   Legal protection exists for customary tenure, women’s access to land and communal use of land.
· Private investments should not displace communities nor degrade natural resources, but instead promote sustainable agriculture.
·   Investments should be aimed at improving income and employment, food production and access to food.
 
Yours in Faith 
[signatures from the congregation to be added during the service]

If it is feasible, the liturgy may end with a symbolic communal meal in another part of the church building or outside. For the meal, have people sit in one or more circles. A stove/cooking place can be set up in the middle with a fairly large cauldron. The worshippers should be instructed beforehand to bring an ingredient (either from a local farmer or fair trade shop), for making some kind of soup or a simple dish that’s popular locally. It may be helpful to decide what kind of soup/meal is to be cooked so that people can be requested to bring the appropriate ingredients. Have small soup bowls/plates and spoons ready. Others may bring crackers or bread.

The Liturgy

The focusing

Flash on the screen (if it is possible) the drawing by Luke Andrei Duremdes, an elementary school pupil in Iloilo City, Philippines. It is his depiction of hunger and poverty that he sees every day near his school. If available, other pictures that depict similar situations can be also used.

Invite the worshippers to focus and reflect on the drawing/drawings. After a few minutes of individual reflection, have the following paragraph read and the people responding in turn. The readers should not be seen by the congregation – only their voices are heard.

 Reader 1: “For hunger is a curious thing: at first it is with you all the time, walking and sleeping and in your dreams, and your belly cries out insistently, and there is a gnawing and a pain as if your very vitals were being devoured, and you must stop it at any cost and you buy a moment’s respite even when you know and fear the sequel. Then the pain is no longer sharp but dull, and this too is with you always, so that you think of food many times a day and each time a terrible sickness assails you, and because you know this you try to avoid the thought, but you cannot for it is with you. Then that too is gone, all pain, all desire, only a great emptiness is left, like the sky, like a well in drought and it is now that the strength drains from your limbs and you try to rise and find you cannot, or to swallow water your throat is powerless, and both the swallow and the effort of retaining the liquid tax you to the uttermost.” (Kamala Markandaya)
Response (People): "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Isaiah 58:6.” Forgive us Lord for our acts of omission.

Reader 2: In our Judeo-Christian tradition, food and hunger are central themes throughout the Biblical narrative, from Joseph’s control of the land and people of Egypt and Canaan through famine (Genesis 47:13-21) to the sharing together of early Christians (Acts 2:44-47). “Give us this day our daily bread” is a petition repeated by many Christians around the world every day as they pray the Lord’s Prayer. This prayer calls us to care for humanity and all Creation and build a just, peaceful and sustainable world. 

Response (People): What shall we do Lord? Give us the wisdom.

Reader 1: Living in a broken and sinful world, wherein we see hunger all around, our immediate response as compassionate people of faith is to offer food. Thus, while we provide food to those who are in immediate and dire need, we must simultaneously work to expose and eradicate the causes of hunger, much of which results directly from actions of the rulers and authorities (Ephesians 6:12)  and the structures and systems they create and control.
Response (People): Forgive us, O Lord for not taking action to expose and eradicate the causes of hunger.

Reader 2: There is currently enough to feed all in the world but hunger is a matter of injustice. Small-scale farms and women farmers, who produce over 90 percent of the continent’s food supply, are the most affected by hunger and malnutrition. Thousands of people have been evicted from their lands without consultation or compensation, so that the land can be sold or leased for profit. 
Response (People): Give us this day our daily bread, O Lord.
Hymn or Song: Any suitable hymn on food
The Situation 

Reader: Thank you, our God, for every mother, woman or sister who works to prepare the soil, sow seeds, care for the plants and animals, harvest, sell, buy and prepare our food – so often without any rights to their land or control over their income..

People: Thank you, O Lord.

Reader: Lord Jesus, concerning our daily food, you asked us to pray:

People: Give us this day our daily bread, O Lord.

Reader: You know O Lord that in our world today, some have more than enough to eat and even waste food while others hardly have enough to eat. In very rich countries, billions of dollars are spent each year on ice cream and chocolate. Over ten billion dollars each year is spent on dog food.

 People: Give us this day our daily bread, O Lord.

 Reader: Yet around the world, one in seven people go to bed hungry every day - over a billion people. People who are forced to live from hand to mouth are denied a life of dignity

 People: Give us this day our daily bread, O Lord.

 Reader: Is this justice? Women, who produce more than half of the world’s food, are affected by malnutrition, poverty and food insecurity. These women, who are often the primary users of the land, don’t even have customary tenure, as land is almost always held by men. 

People: Give us this day our daily bread, O Lord.
Reader: We see that large parts of agricultural lands in developing countries, especially communal lands, are being sold or leased to private and foreign companies who have taken millions of acres of land out of food production in Africa, Latin America and Asia.
People: Give us this day our daily bread, O Lord.
 Reader: Hunger is taking place in the world of abundance because of unjust systems and structures on food production, sale, consumption and distribution. There is enough food in the world to feed all. The United States alone has resources to feed 40 billion people. That figure is six times the current population of the world.

 People: Give us this day our daily bread, O Lord.

 Reader: Yet thirty thousand people – mostly children – starve to death everyday.

 People: Give us this day our daily bread, O Lord.

 Reader: Hunger is a matter of injustice. Despite the goodness and bounty of God’s gifts to us in creation, so many people experience scarcity: famine, hunger and deprivation. While others have more than they need, others live in want. While many are denied access to the land and resources necessary for producing their food, others control the means and profits of production. While many become victims of humanity’s carelessness with Creation, others continue practices that harm the environment now and in the future. 
The confession

Call to Confession (Liturgist)

Let us ask God to put to death all our selfish schemes and give us a love that is turned outward to the poor, the needy and the afflicted.

                (Silence for self-examination)

Prayer of Confession (Read in unison)

Most holy God, you call us to a life of holiness. We confess to you our theft of your good gifts of the land, our hoarding, which leaves little for our neighbors. We confess our ignorance and acts of omission to expose and eradicate the causes of hunger. We pray that you give us the wisdom and courage to expose unjust structures sending many to bed hungry. We pray that we may be open to your love for all your Creation so that we may live the life that you intended for us.

Assurance of Pardon (Minister)

From burdens of our selfish desires…from our searching for power…from our appetites for opulence, God calls us to a life that is lived for others. Your transgressions are forgiven. Therefore, live in the light of that forgiveness. Amen.

The Admonition

Through the Read Word: Isaiah 58:6; Mark 6:32-44
Through the Spoken Word: This can be a dialogical homily between a mother/woman who has experienced hunger and has seen her family members suffer from a lack of food. The conversation is between her and the minister. It may revolve around the following questions:

· Brief description of the woman’s circumstances.

· What feelings well up in her when she sees her family members without food?

· Why is there hunger in the world today?

· What concrete actions can churches do to address the problem of hunger? (from the woman’s perspective; from the minister’s perspective)
End the dialogical homily with a call to action by the woman.
The People’s Response to the Word

Offertory: Instead of money, the worshippers are asked to bring their food offerings or baskets to the altar. While this is being done, the liturgist reads aloud the EAA Letter on Safeguarding Communal Lands.

Commitment to Engage Poverty and Hunger: After laying their food baskets at the altar, the worshippers are invited to go to the EAA letter hanging on the wall and as a sign of commitment to work for the eradication of hunger and poverty, they can affix their signature, or make a thumb mark or palm mark or they can identify themselves with this commitment by merely touching the letter on the wall. Send a copy of the signed letter together with the full version of the EAA Model Letter to the Head of the State or responsible Minister
Dedicatory Prayer
To be led by a woman from the church.
Hymn or Song

The Blessing

Longing for food, many are hungry;

Longing for water, many still thirst;

Make us your bread broken for others,

Shared until all are fed. 
Amen.

(If the congregation so desires, the worshippers proceed to the church area where the symbolic meal will take place. If not, the liturgy ends with the blessing.)

THE SYMBOLIC MEAL

Song: “Let us break bread together on our knees” or any suitable hymn on food
Story: A long time ago in a village far away came a very old woman. Because it was almost dark, she stopped by the roadside and began to build a fire. She took out an earthen pot from the bag she lugged around and, after filling it with water, set it over the fire. Out of the same bag she brought out a small river stone and a pinch of rock salt and put these in the pot.

 An old woman alone by the road is hard to miss. Soon children were upon her.

 “Grandma,” they asked, “what are you doing?”

 “I’m cooking soup,” she answered, “why don’t you join me?”

They sure did and after a while there was a huge circle of children gathered around the fire as the old lady told stories. It was late. It was dark and the children were still out so their parents began looking for them. They eventually found them with the old lady.

   “Grandma,” the parents asked, “what are you doing?”

   “I’m cooking soup,” she answered, “why don’t you join me?”

   They did and after a while there was a much bigger circle of children with their parents gathered around the fire as the old lady continued telling stories.

   “Grandma,” a mother volunteered, “I still have leftover meat at home. We can put it in the pot.”

   “We have vegetables we can add to the pot, too!” another remarked. And so everyone brought back what they could and put these in the pot.  

   Eventually, the whole community shared not just stories but a hot pot of soup that began with a cold river stone and a pinch of rock salt.

   The world needs soup. Come, it is time for us to cook together.

Preparing the Soup/Meal:  Assign two persons to supervise the cooking. The worshippers are requested to bring their ingredients to the table in the center. Or they may be asked to put their ingredients into the pot. The crackers/bread are brought to the table. While the soup or meal is cooking, the worshippers may mill around and share how they are feeling at the moment. If they skipped the meal before the service, they would be quite hungry at this time. How does it feel to be hungry?
Sharing the Soup/Meal

Responsive Reading: Acts 4:32-35

Benediction 
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